DEBTS   AND   SETTLEMENTS
Stanley Baldwin—his photograph under the caption * Safety
First'—could still command the biggest aggregate.
At this election Eden had to face a three-cornered fight,
but he entered it with the utmost vigour. During the six
years that he had represented the constituency he had been
assiduous in furthering its parliamentary interests. He had
been careful to avoid controversy with the National Farmers'
Union, and was no doubt regarded as reasonably sound on
the Preference issue. The wheels of his Association ran
smoothly, and good reports of Leamington's promising
young member were spreading throughout the constituency.
Yet it was in many ways the most difficult election he had to
fight. The Liberal candidate who succeeded to George
Nicholls was a Captain Walter Dingley, who came from
Stratford, and described himself as e The Local and Liberal
Candidate*; while Labour was represented by Mr. G. C.
Garton. Dingley put the peace issue first. Our support for
the League in all its activities must be wholehearted and
zealous. Unemployment without specific reference to Lloyd
George came next. The Liberal Party, in so far as it was not
identified with a particular class, alone could solve the prob-
lem in a businesslike manner. He did not allow Eden a
free run on business economy and stressed that ' as your
representative I should regard it as my duty to see that every
penny of your money spent through State Departments
should go as far as you would make it go privately *.
Liberalism, too, challenged Eden's prerogative by making
a definite appeal to women—a suit which the Labour
candidate, Mr. G. C. Garton, somewhat unwisely forgot
to press. Mr. Garton presented his compliments, and in
his election address appeared in pince-nez and an open-
neck shirt. He pointed out that having been employed for
twelve years as an engineer in one of the largest electrical
engineering works in the country, he could claim to have
had practical experience of industry and the needs of the
workers. His line was to make it clear that Labour was safe.
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